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              Meal Reimbursements in the 

         Child and Adult Care Food Program 

 

             

Give yourself a raise, join the Food Program today!  Providers are always better off financially if 
they join the Food Program (see the back of this form). 

                                                                                                                                                
                                      Breakfast          Lunch/Supper         Snack 

                                 Tier I             $1.66                    $3.04                          $0.97 
                              Tier II                   $1.66                    $3.04                          $0.97 

       

 
 

Here is what your reimbursement could be if you had kids in care 20 days a month and they 
received 2 meals and 1 snack per day. 
 
 
Tier I                  2 Children   4 Children   6 Children               
Breakfast      $3.32        $6.64       $9.96 

Snack          $1.94               $3.88                                          $5.82   

Lunch or Dinner            $6.08      $12.16       $18.24 

Monthly Reimbursement    $226.80    $453.60    $680.40 
Yearly Reimbursement              $2,721.60        $5,443.20             $8,164.80 
 

Tier II                2 Children   4 Children   6 Children               
Breakfast      $3.32       $6.64                                            $9.96 
Snack         $1.94              $3.88                                            $5.82   

Lunch or Dinner                       $6.08     $12.16                 $18.24 

Monthly Reimbursement   $226.80            $453.60                  $680.40 

Yearly Reimbursement            $2,721.60                          $5,443.20                                     $8,164.80 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Child and Adult Care Food Program is to help you provide nutritious meals to 
children in care. The money is considered reimbursement for a portion of your food cost.  It is 
not intended to cover your total food bill.  You may also be reimbursed for your own children 
who are under 13 years of age, as long as you meet income guidelines and your own children eat 
with the children in care at that meal/snack. 
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The Child and Adult Care Food Program and Claiming Food Expenses 
By Tom Copeland, JD 
 

Family child care providers are always better off financially if they join the Child and Adult Care Food 
Program. Reimbursements received from the Food Program for children in the care of the provider are 
taxable income. Reimbursements received from the Food Program for a provider’s own children are not 
taxable income. Providers should report taxable Food Program reimbursements and food expenses on 
IRS Form 1040 Schedule C. See the IRS Child Care Provider Audit Technique Guide: 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5603.pdf  Some tax professionals are telling providers that they 
cannot deduct food expenses if the food was reimbursed by the Food Program. 

This is false. "The [standard meal allowance rates] apply regardless of whether a family child care 
provider is reimbursed for food costs, in whole or in part, under the CACFP, or under any other program, 
for a particular meal or snack." See IRS Rev. Pro.c 2003-22: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-03-
22.pdf.  

In addition, the IRS Child Care Provider Audit Technique Guide states, "If the provider receives 
reimbursement for food costs through the CACFP ... or any other program, the provider can report all the 
reimbursements under the income section of Part I of the Schedule C and then deduct the food expenses 
in full, which is the recommended method...."All family child care providers (whether licensed or not) are 
eligible to use the standard meal allowance rule to claim their business food expenses. No food receipts 
are necessary when using this method. Providers may also use the actual cost of food, with receipts, to 
estimate their food deduction.  

For further information, see: Will Your Food Deductions Be Lower After Joining the Food Program? - 
http://tomcopelandblog.com/will-your-food-deductions-be-lower-after-joining-the-food-program 

Is the Food Program Worth It? Yes! - http://tomcopelandblog.com/is-the-food-program-worth-it. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is 

prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, 

age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  To file a program discrimination 

complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 

at:  USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-

Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf), from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 

The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in 

sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The 

completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:  (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or (2) fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; 

or  (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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